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KEYSTONE XL 


Pipeline fate 


unclear after 
PSC denies 
revisions 


TransCanada can appeal 
decision or continue with 
route and face lawsuits 


By PauL HAMMEL 
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU 


LINCOLN — The future of the 
Keystone XL pipeline became 
even more muddled Tuesday with 
further delays expected. 

The Nebraska Public Service 
Commission unanimously rejected 
TransCanada’s request to amend 
its application for a route across 
Nebraska. TransCanada said it 
would “take some time” before 
considering whether to build the 
$8 billion project. 

The company gave no timeline for 
such a decision, after earlier stat- 
ing that it would decide this month 
whether the long-delayed Keystone 
XL was financially viable or not. 

While a TransCanada spokes- 
woman said the project remains 
“viable,” opponents of the pipeline 
claimed victory, saying Tuesday’s 
decision by the Nebraska Public 
Service Commission added more 
uncertainty, and likely more delay 
and expense, to the project. 

“They ought to take the hint and 
withdraw their application (for a 
route),” said attorney Ken Winston, 
who represents the Sierra Club. 

Brian Jorde, a lawyer who rep- 
resents dozens of landowners 
opposed to the pipeline, called 
Tuesday’s decision “the absolutely 
worst decision possible for Tran- 
sCanada and the best possible out- 
come for landowners.” 

On a 5-0 vote, the Nebraska 
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FIRE SURVIVORS 


They lost it all 
but then found 


‘a lot of beauty 
in the world’ 


THE Los ANGELES TIMES 


After the fire, they had nothing. 

To their surprise, they also had 
everything. 

Jan LeHecka Pascoe and her hus- 
band, John, spent six terrified hours 
in a neighbor’s swimming pool, 
slipping below the surface to avoid 
the flames and embers, coming up 
for air, then slipping into the water 
again as a deadly, wind-whipped 
firestorm consumed their home, 
their Santa Rosa neighborhood and 
very nearly cost them their lives. 

Something about their story 
captured imaginations. 

Perhaps it was simply that it had 
a happy ending — they survived, 
together, by their own wits — when 
so many others perished in Octo- 
ber’s California wine country fires. 

At first light, when the fire died 
down, they got out of the pool. 
Holding hands, covered in soot and 
shivering in the 40-degree chill, 
they walked until they found a 
sheriff’s deputy, who said the cou- 
ple walking toward him looked like 
“zombies coming out of the ash.” 

They were deluged with requests 
for interviews and TV appearanc- 
es, which they turned down. The 
Weather Channel still wants them 
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FINAL APPROVAL LIKELY TODAY 


GOP nabs tax overhaul win ... almost 


House will need a second 
vote before the bill can 
go to president’s desk 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Jubi- 
lant Republicans on Tuesday were 
beginning to celebrate approval 
of the most sweeping rewrite of 
the nation’s tax laws in more than 


three decades. 

Then the Senate’s Byrd rule 
was uncaged, and the celebration 
was put on hold until the House 
votes a second time, likely today. 

GOP House members had 
roared and applauded Tuesday af- 
ternoon as their chamber passed 
the $1.5 trillion package largely 
along party lines, 227-203, with 
the support of all Nebraska and 


western Iowa representatives. 

President Donald Trump cheered 
the lawmakers on, eager to claim 
his first major legislative victory. 

Speaker Paul Ryan, who has 
worked years toward the goal of 
revamping the tax code, had glee- 
fully pounded the gavel on the 
House vote, but then it turned out 
it wasn’t final after all. 

Ryan declared, “This was a 


promise made. This is a promise 
kept,” as he and other GOP lead- 
ers convened a victory press con- 
ference moments later. 

It wasn’t long, though, before 
the Senate parliamentarian de- 
cided that three minor provisions 
violated the chamber’s Byrd rule, 
guidelines on what types of legis- 
lation can pass with 50 votes. 
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Spoiler: Our hero hits it big 


The old cowboy 
couldn’t swallow, 
couldnt talk, real- 
ly. Nothing between 
his jaw and his chest 
works right anymore. 

On the one hand, 
he was lucky — the 
cowboy’s going on 23 
years cancer-free. 

On the other, he 
still felt too young last year at age 
66 to be stuck home, feeling this 
washed up and not worth a darn. 
He was bored. He was itching to get 
back up on some horse. Any horse. 

That horse happened to be a com- 
puter. 

One day last December, the cow- 
boy opened a blank page. And began 
to write. 

Words turned into pages. Pages 


COLUMNIST 


Cancer treatment 
made speech difficult, 


so he turned to writing 


Chris Petit writes his novels in 
the basement of his Bellevue 
home. He’s written 33 
Westerns, which have proved to 
be quite popular on Amazon. 


turned into novels. Novels turned 
into an Amazon e-book success story 
with 33 titles, all of them Westerns. 

Though the cowboy wasn’t seek- 
ing fortune or fame, he has achieved 
both on the Amazon self-publishing 
frontier. 

“Slow John’ has been No. 1 for 
two weeks,” he said incredulously at 
his dining room table, laptop open to 
show his Amazon metrics. “You know 
what’s No. 2? My Christmas novel.” 


Chris Petit — “C.J. Petit” online 
— is not a cowboy in real life. Lau- 
ren, his wife of 35 years, isn’t even 
sure Chris, who’s originally from 
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Dog made ultimate sacrifice 


A statue outside the Omaha Police 
Department’s new training facility 
for police dogs honors Kobus, a K-9 
killed in the line of duty. Midlands 


December signing period 


Players signing to Nebraska during 
new early period are indicator of fast 
work by Frost and his staff, but also 

that there’s work to do. Sports 


Now’ the time to water plants 


Keeping the soil moist now will 
protect plants through winter 
temperature swings. Living 


Omaha.com/goodfellows 


Donations to date: $426,338.83 
Story in Midlands 


Omaha forecast 
High: 46 Low: 33 
Mostly sunny Details: 6B 
Index 
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